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DIALO 
Printed in the Lear 


Country Juſtice of the P 


DIALOGUE: 


BETWEEN A 


LAWYER and a plain Coun» 
try Juſtice of the Peace, Y he- 
ther the Laws of the Country 


that C * where they govern. 


JUSTICE. 


R AY, Mr. Lawyer, what is your 
| Opinion concerning the ſeveral De- 
| bates you hear in the Coffee-Houſes 
of the Laws being in Engliſh * 
Lawyer. The moſt abſurd Thing 

in the World; 1 then the People woul 
underſtand them as well as the Lawyers, 
which, in my Opinion, is very unreaſonable, 
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for that would t ſpoiling our 
Trade. 29." 
+» Fuftice. I ſhould think ſo too, if the only 

urpoſe of the Laws was to enrich you 
Lawyers, whereas I take them to have 
been originally inſtituted for the Security 
and Governance of the People; and how 
can they be ſo, when the People do not un- 
derſtand them? 

Lawyer. God forbid they ſhould. It is 
enough that we underſtand the Laws for 
them, and they may ſafely rely upon our 
telling them always with Integrity and Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs. s * 

 Fuſtice. We know well enough how far 
we may truſt to you. Bur pray let us ſpeak 
Senſe once in our Lives. Sure whar 1s in- 
tended for the general Good, ſhould be put 


| bo into general Language; and be made ſo plain 


as to want none of your Explanations, be 
they never ſo honeſt, So, Maſter Lawyer, 
I will not in this Caſe be ſpecially pleaded 
out of my Senſes; I underſtand plain Exgliſb, 
which is ſufficient for a Juſtice of Peace, to 
read the Acts of Parliament relating to his 
Office; which Acts, for many Ages paſt, 
have, by our wiſe and prudent Anceſtors, 
been pur in Engliſh, being the Language ot 
our Country, that the People might not on- 
ly eaſily read them, but as eaſily underſtand 
them; which ſhews plainly the upright and 
| juſt Senſe of our Legiſlature, _ 
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Therefore, Sir Lawyer, let me tell yow 
what appears from Hiſtory, that * Alfred the 
Great, and firſt Founder of our Laws and 
Conſtirution, made them in the Language 


of the Country, that they might be under- 
ſtood by every one, Poor and Great, eſpe- 


cially the Poor, who are more materially 
concerned to know ir, for the Defence of 
their Properties: For Power will always en- 
force it ſelt. ys was not the Fewiſh, 
Greck, and Roman Laws in the Language of 

the ſeveral Countries? When Oratory and 
Chicanery came into their Courts of Juſtice, 
the Ruin of their Countries enſued. *Tis 
true, that} F/7illiam the Conqueror brought 
in the Norman Laws, which were not 
known to the Zxgliſh, and written in the 
harſh Norman Tongue; which, as my Au- 
thors ſay, they underſtood not; ſo that ma- 


ny Perſons, partly by the Iniquity of the 


Law it ſelf, partly by Ignorance in Miſcon- 
ſtruction of it, and often alſo by the Slights 
of Pleaders and Judges, who might pretend 
J for Law what they lift, were wrongfully 
condemned in Forfeiture of Goods, Lands, 
yea and alſo of Life, and generally fo en- 
tangled with unknown Interpretation, and 
tortured with Delays, Turmoils and Tra- 
verſes, that they rather choſe to give over 
31 my their 
* Speed, Rapin. | 
Speed, Rapin. 


1 424, the very Words of the Author. 
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their Suits, to the Loſs of their Property, 
than to follow them with endleſs Vexations: 
I think this is a ſufficient Reaſon, Maſter 
Counſellor, as they call you, why the Laws, 
particularly the Proceedings thereof, ought 
to be not only ſhorten'd, but in the plain 


and known Language of the Country, as 


well for the Good as the better Underſtand- 
ing of the People, whom they generally 


concern and not you, that they may not be 
conjured out of their Lives, Liberties, and 


Properties, by a Language, or rather a 


Horch-Potch Cant, and no Language at all, 


cooked up in obſcure Terms, that no body 
may know any thing thereof but yourſelves; 
is it not unjuſt, unreaſonable, ridiculous, 
and abſurd ? That a poor Suitor ſhould not 
know one Word, wherein both his Life and 
Property is concern'd, but muſt leave all to 
his Attorney or you, who care not three 
Farthings how the Caſe is, if, upon the Ad- 
vantage you have of his Ignorance, you can 
get his Fees; and from my Hiſtorians it ap- 


pears, that upon the Impoſition of the Con- 
queror's Laws and Language upon the Eng- 


liſh, it occaſion'd a Rebellion. 

Lawyer. Now Maſter Juſtice, by your 
Leave, for altho' you can quote Hiltory, I 
find you do not underftand the Law : Did 
you ever read Coke? Do you know any 
Thing upon Calviz's Caſe ? If not, I will 


tell you: There he ſays, that if a Chriſtian 
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5 Prince conquers a Chriſtian 2 ountry, the 
a Laus of that Country remain until the Con- 
I queror impoſes new Laws but upon the 
> BC Infidel C the Laws 
r onqueſt of an Infidel Country, | 
A of the Conqueror immediately take Place 5 
4 ſo William the Conqueror, by Virtue of his 
I Conqueſt, impoſed both his Laws and the 
Language thereof; and Fines and Recoveries | 
4 are paſs'd in the Norman Language to this 
4 Day, and well underſtood by us, though not 
a | by you. The Law goes upon Matter, and 
in a Language certain, and the Judges who 
® |} Know it, judge accordingly ; but you are In- 
£ fidels to diſtruſt both our Profeſſion and 
1 Language, therefore ought not to have the 
2 | Benefit of our Law. Our Knowledge is 
3 therefore ſufficient for you to leave both 
5 your Life and Fortune to us; beſides the Ii 
e 40 not ſpeak good Engliſh, and their Plead- 


4 ings if attewpted to be wrote in Engliſh, 
may for that Reaſon be as erroneous. 


5 Fuſtice. Vour Laws may be very good 
5 from Calvin's Caſe, for ought that I know, 
15 but notwithſtanding that, I will be guided 
by my own Reaſon, for I have inſiſted that 
1 Laws were inſtituted, not to be made 4 Pro- 
1 Alion of, but for the Good, Eaſe, and Secu- 


4 | rity of the People, and in the Language of 
y the Country, that they might be generally 
11 | knownand underſtood, as our Acts of Parlia> 

ment are to this Day, which are the higheſt 1 
and moſt publick Laws of our Conſtitution, 4 
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and controul all other Laws; and is it rea- 


ſonable? that the Grand Court and Framers 


of our Laws ſhould uſe one 3 and 


the inferior Courts another, which is no 
Language at all, but a mere Jargon, and 
Cant in myſterious Words coin'd by your 
ſelves for the Benefit of your Trade, and to 
keep the poor Suitor from the Knowledge 


of his Cauſe, who (as by Horn's Mirror of 


Juſtice) is by Right his own Pleader, as he 
is the Suitor for Juſtice, and by the Statutes 
of 33 Hen. 8 Cap. 2. every Perſon Plaintiff 
or Demandant, Tenant or Defendant, may 
proceed. and plead in his own Cauſe, but by 


your Laws being kept up in a Language 


unknown, renders ineffectual, not only the 
Subjects original Right by Law, but perverts 
the very intention and expreſs Words of that 
Act of Parliament, which is made perpetual 
in this Kingdom by the Statute of 11 Elix. 
Cap. 5. fo that by our Conſtitution, the 
Law was not inſtituted for a Trade to be 
made of it, as it now is, but for the good 
Security and Relief of the Subject wherein 
every Perfon was his own Pleader, and ap- 
ply'd to the King in Perfon, who fat in Ju- 
ſtice in the Hall of his Court, which was 
_ called the King's Bench, and his Judges far 
below him to do Juſtice to the Subject in 
general; and by our old Acts of Parliament it 
appears that the Juſtices of this Bench, and 
the Chancellor, were always to attend the 
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King, and follow his Court, not only for the 
Doing, but the Diſpatch of Juſtice, and that 
chere age be no Delay therein; and the 
? Eing wills, that the Execution thereof be 
1 not ſtay'd either by any Letter from him, 
FT or by other Means. Thus you ſee the 
Purity of our antient and happy Conſtitu- 
tion; but perhaps that Part of it, is too an- 
tient and too good, for you modern Laws» 
vers to look into: But as to what you men- 
tion of Fines and Recoveries paſſing in Law 
fin French or the Norman Language, it makes 
y me tremble when I think on it; to fee 
Y F Eſtates paſs'd away by the Grand Aſſurance, 
1 as you Lawyers call it, in a Language un- 


- | known, and muttered out by two or three 
3 | Perſons of the Gown, as if they were con- 
Ic | juring ; and ſo it is Conjuration to the very 
il J Perſonin whom the Property is. Very pretty 
+ | indeed To hear an Engliſh Eſtate talk 
EC # French in the Common Pleas ; and as to the 
© | Unreaſonableneſs of it, let me Maſter Coun- 
C | cil propoſe a Cale to you, viz. | 
* | - ok a poor plain Country Engliſh or 
Iriſh Gentleman, like your Humble Servant, 
that knows no Language but his Mother 
Tongue, ſhould by ſome powerful or artful 
it Villain be diſſeiz'd of his Eſtate, and by the 


n } Conſequence of loſing his Eſtate by ſuch a 
I Tortious Entry, has not Money or Credit to 
| tee a Gentleman of your Profeſſion imme- 


diately for the Recovery of his Eſtate and 
nè C mmm g =! 


4 


(10) 5 
Poſſeſſion; but the Diſſeiſor having, by 
Means aforeſaid, that Ability, levies a Fine, 
and ſuffers a, Recovery by the Aſſiſtance 
of a French Incantation by two or three of 
your Profeſſion, whilſt even the poor wrong'd 
Gentleman perhaps is walking, and within 
hearing, in the Four Courts of this extraor- 
dinary muttering, in a Language unknown 
ro him, Therefore, altho' his Ruin and that 
of his Family is paſſing, he remains, by Rea- 
ſon aforeſaid, in Ignorance, and makes no 
Claim within five Vears; that then, both he 
and his Poſterity, are for ever in a Language | 
unknown conjured out of their Eſtates ; and | 
as to what you ſay upon the Law and Judg- 
ment going upon Matter certain: I can't 
help ſmiling at the ridiculous Quibbles and 
Nicety of it, for as before, I obſerved that 
your Law-Language is no Language ar all, 
and nothing certain in it; fo it muſt, not- 
withſtanding the many coin'd and cant 
Words that you have, be every now and then 
aided with an Anglice; and perhaps then, 
that will not do: Let one Inſtanee ſerve for 
Ten Thouſand that I could offer, which was 
the late famous Caſe of the SHit-Houſe. A 
Perſon erects a Houle of that Kind to the 
great Annoyance and Nuſance of the Neigh- 
bourhood, particularly Mr. Mc Mo—'s, 
who brought ſome Sort of Action in order 
to amove this Nuſance, but whether he 

deſcribed it by Domum Officii ; or, accord- 


nn 
ing to your Technical Way by Houſum Of. 


f icium is not well reported to me; but cer- 
5 tain it is, he aided it by Way of Explana- 
tion and for certainty to the Court with an 
Anglice, a Houſe of Ofice, which was done 
out of mere Modeſty, that the Court ſhould 
7 not be offended with ſo dirty an Expreſſion 
| (ſaving your Modeſty) as a Shit Houſe, and 
| altho' it plainly appeared from the Evidence 
that this Houſe of Office was a Shit Houſe, 
yet Houſe of Ofice, as in the Declaration, 
was an uncertain Houſe ; ſo the Court could 
not judge of it, for Judgment, as you ob- 
ſerved, muſt go upon the Words and Matter 
certain, and not upon the Facts in Evidence, 
ſo that it is not the Cauſe that is tryed 2 
the Party; but which of you are the beſt 
Quibblers in Words. As this was the poor 
Suitor's Caſe of the Shit Houſe, ſo he got 
nothing certain for much Money ſpent, 


4 
£ 


CT Re CY @o apt vo 


EE” 


* 


k but a Company of returned Briefs of no Uſe 
S to him, unleſs for the wiping his own 3-6. 
| I heard myſelf, to my great Surprize, a 
: Cauſe of an honeſt Clergyman tryed con- 


cerning an Oppreſſion in his Common- 
Right, and in his Declaration he ſhewed his 
Right of Common for ſuch a Number of 
Sheep, &c. from ſuch a Time to ſuch a 
Time; but when he brought his Evidence 
> | in Proof, they proved that he had a Right 
for more Sheep, and for a longer 'Time than 
1. in his modeſt Declaration laid, and for tat 
| Neale 
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Reaſon was Non-ſuited, as you call it, for 
having a better Right than he claimed in 
his Declaration; can any Thing be ſo abſurd 
in a reaſonable Country ? that a greater 
Right ſbould not make good a Leſſer, but 
theſe are your Quibbles in the Law, which 
I thought would have made the poor Par- 
ſon to have run mad for being ſo bambooꝛz- 
led, though before he ſeemed a very reaſona- 
ble Man; ſo it a Man owes me twenty 
Pounds by three Notes, and I ſue him for 
my twenty Pounds ; and upon producing 
my Evidence of the Debt I ſhew three 
Notes, which make juſt rwenty Pounds, be- | 
ing my Demand, yet I can't have Judgment 
for my twenty Pounds, which I heve tully 
proved, becauſe it is upon three Notes which 
would make three ſeveral Suits, and onghr not 
for thatReaſon be determin'd by one; ſo much 
you Gentlemen impoſe upon the Ignorance 
of the People by your Gibberiſh and Quirks, 
Lawyer. I find Mr. Juſtice, altho' I ad- 
mit your Obſervations in Law to be true, 
that you are an Enemy to the Beauties and 
true Reaſons of the Niceneſs of our ſpecial 
Pleadings ; ſo I recommend to you that you 
may be convinced of your Error, that you 
will read Plowden through, from the Caſcs . 
of Fagoſſa, and Siiles and Stradling. 
Juſtice, What do you tell me of your 
Plowdens for, or your Caſes of Stiles and 
| #stradiing ; J have read that Caſe in the in- 


it will not bear Tranſlation without being 


2 tos 4 


(13) | 
genious Dean Swiſ#'s Works, which I ſuppoſe 
he hath juſtly tranſlated from the Law, French; 
being good Law as the Law ſtands, and be- 
ing there in plain Engliſh, not only ſhews 
the Nonſenſe of the Caſe, but of the ſpecial 
Pleadings, as to the Law itſelf it is pure and 


upright, derives from rhe Law of God and 


Reaſon, and ought not to be diſguiſed by 
your Quirks and Gibberiſh, bur ro be as 
plain to the View ot every one as the Fire 
that burns, © 
Lawyer. Well aid Maſter Juſtice, that is 
plain indeed! For you are deceiv'd! The 
Fire does not burn; and to ſhew your fur- 
ther Ignorance, I muſt tell you that before 
Logick and Philoſophy were tranſlated into 
Engliſh, it was demonſtratively otherwiſe, 
for all Tranſlations ſpoil the Senſe of the 
Originals they are tranſlated from, ſo the 


Beauties of Logick and Philoſophy were de- 


ſtroy'd when they were tranſlated into Erg- 
liſh ; and you would ſpoil our Law-Lan- 
guage by] having it turned into Engliſh, for 


downright Nonſenſe, 

Fuftice. What is all this Stuff you talk 
of, you never ſhall convince me by your 
Logic or Philoſophy, that the Fire does 


not burn, that's Good indeed! Shan't I be- 


lieve my own Eyes? Pray, Sir, lend me 


your Finger, and I will put it in the Fire to 


convince your Senſes of its burning Quality; 
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but then, Sir, is Law in your Language 
Logick and Philoſophy ? If ſo, we have a 


fine Time on't, to have our Cauſes chopr 


a Pieces by you Lygicians, 
But, ſince that is the Caſe, I hope the 
Eyes of Mankind will be ſo opened, as to 
ſtrip it of all the Diſguiſes you have thrown 
upon it by your Gibberiſh and Pleadings, 
and let the true and pure Law ſhew itſelf, 
in this ſhort Manner in the Erg!i/b Tongue. 
That John of Nokes ſues William Stiles for 
#wenty Pounds he is indebred to him, and 
let William Stiles appear and plead the Ge- 
neral Iſſue, viz. that he does or does not 
owe it him; and produce their Evidence 
of the Fact to twelve honeſs Men, who will 
ſoon determine whether any Thing is due 
or not, and the Court as eaſily give Judg- 
ment, for it is plain that !wenty Pounds is 
either owing or not owing, which will ap- 
pear as plain from rhe Evidence to the Jury 
and Judge, and this is a Determination ac» 
cording to Magna Charta, and our antient 
Conſtitution, before your Pleadings and 
Quibbles came in Faſhion to try Words, 
and who was the beſt Juggler, and not the 
—_—_ | 
Lawyer. Be that as it will now, both the 
Cant and Quibbles, as you call them, upon 
the Pleadings you ſo much inveigh againſt, 
are by Uſage and Practice of the Courts be- 
come the Lau itſelf, and can't for that Rea- 
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ſon be altered, and the Pleadings being fix'd, 
and ins a] dead Language, ought to remain as 
they are without any alteration, | 
Juſtice. There Maſter Lawyer you are 
miſtaken, for what can't an Act of Parlia- 
ment do? And it is conſiſtent with the juſ- 
tice of Parliament, where Ab[ardities, Grie- 
vances, and Delay s in Fuſtice appear as they 
grosſly do in this Debate, to relieve againſt 
{ach Grievances, for every Man that is not 
an Enemy to his Country, ought to conſider 
the publick Weal, before any private Pro- 
feſſion, particularly where the ſame appears 
to be grounded upon the Ruin of the Sub- 


ject, for as the Law ſtands, he that ſecks for 


juſtice purſues his own Ruin: For if after a 
thouſand Suits, Nonſuits, &c. he recovers 
or maintains the Title of his Eſtate, it is 
it is gone from him; you Lawyers have eat 
it up, and perhaps buy it from him with the 
Fees obtain'd in the Cauſe, by his eſtabliſn- 
ing a Title for you, to the ruin of himſelf 
and Family; furely that is monſtrouſſy ab- 
ſurd in a reaſonable Country, and high Time 
to be amended; that the Laws of the Land 
be in the Language of the Country, and all 
the quibling Pleadings aboliſhed ; and your 
dead Language as you call it buried; that 
the real Point in Queſtion may be tried, as I 
obſerved before; and not which of your 
Profeſſion is the beſt jugler or Quibler in 
Words or Forms quite4n material and foreign 
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to the real Cauſe; and for further Reaſons 
thereof, you muſt give me Leave without 
being angry, to tell you a Story or two, that 
fell within my Knowledge; for altho' as 
you ſee Iam a plain Country Gentleman, and 
have pleaded Ignorance in your Profeſſion, 
and Law Language, yet Curioſity hath 
lead me into the reading of your Books of 
Law and Pleadings, and by now and then 
ſteping into the Four Courts, have got a to- 
lerable Knowledge of your Cant, which I 
can't help expoſing from the abſurdity of it. 

There was a plain honeſt Countryman that 
had a Cauſe he was expeCting to come on in 
Court, and was there waiting in hopes ro 
hear it, when I accidentally came into the 
Court, and the Countryman knowing me as 
a Juſtice of Peace, and of conſequence might 
have ſome Notion of my underſtanding, deſired 
I would ſtay till his Cauſe ſhould be called, 
which he was ſure cou'd not be long before, 
becauſe there had been a Tryal on for above 
four Hours of Mr. Cefluigue U/e, and Mr. 
Cefiuigue Truſt, which he hoped would not 
laſt long, bur upon my ſtepping up, I found 
theMan'sCauſe had been on all that Time, and 
fo told him; whereupon the Man ſeemed 
very much ſurprized, and ſaid it was very 


| od, that his Cauſe ſhou'd be on, all that 


Time, and he not know one Word of the 
Matter, when his very Property was at Stake, 
for be apprehended it to be the Cauſe of Mr. 
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Caſtuſque Uſe, and Mr, Ceftuiqgue Truſi 
which he heard ſo much mention of and not 
his: The other was in another Court, where 
Curioſity led me in a Cauſe upon Writs 
of Entry in in le per Cui, and le poſt, when 
ſeeing a Man gaping more than the reſt, and 
extraordinary attentive; I asked him the 
Reaſon of it, and he readily anſwered that 
he believed his Cauſe was trying, for he 
heard his Name once mentioned, but that 
they had been by the Poſ# lo long, that he 
was afraid his Cauſe was tyed to the Poſs, I 
told him, I ſhqu'd be glad it was arrived to 
the HY/inning-Poſi, but as it appear'd to me ir 
was at the Diſtance-Poſt, and as I found af- 
ter it was poſt· pon d and I never heard more of 
it till it was upon a Poſs to be ſold for the 
Expences of the Suit : Another was the 
Caſe of a poor Carpenter, to whom a Perſon 
that he had work'd for was indebted Eight 
Pounds, and as often is the Caſe, by negle&- 
ing to pay the poor Man, he was obliged to 
bring his Action, and therein called his Pro- 
feſſion by the coined Word Carpentarius with 
an Anglice a Carpenter; but it being by the 
Defendant's Council moved that Carpentari- 
us was neither Latin nor Law Latin; this 
ſtrong Obſervation put the poor Carpenter's 
Council to a ſeeming Nonplus, and as being a 
Matter ob that Conſequence, this Word 
Carpentarius, they deſired a further Day to 
argue that Point, being then unprepared, the 
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Court out of its uſual Indulgence grants a 
further Day; the poor Carpenter had there- 
upon his learned Council to Fee, as if nothing 
had been done; then comes on this impor- 
tant Day; and there it was infiſted for him, 
that if Carpentarius was not Law Latin; yet 
it was aided, and made plain to the Court 
by the Anglice Carpenter: This as much 
ſtaggar'd the Defendant's Council, being un- 
prepared to anſwer then that important An- 
glice Carpenter, deſired their Day, which 
being granted, and by the Additon of refreſh- 
ing Fees, the grand Debate came on again, 
and the Defendant's Council brought in, that 
Faber Lignarius was the proper Law Latin 
Word, and wou'd have been well aided with 
the Arglice Carpenter for the Knowledge and 
Judgment of the Court; but that the Avglice 
did not explain Carpentarius, and that the 
Court cou'd not judge upon Uncertainties: 
Thus the poor Carpenter. or wooden Work- 
man was, de die in Diem in a very unreaſonable 
Manner according to your Law (as you wou'd 
have it ſtand) argued out of this Eight Pound, 
and for ought that I know (alrho* both the 
Words Carpentarius and Faber Lignarius are 
in your Law Dictionary) that the Point yet 
remains unſettled, which is the proper Word: 
Was there ever ſuch ſtrong Caſes as theſe? 
why the Law ſhou'd be in the Language of 
the Country, and the Forms as plain and 
pure as the real Law itſelf; that Juice may 
26 appear 
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appear in its proper Light to the mean- 
eſt Capacity, and not to be diſguiſed by 
Artifice to the Delay and Ridicule oſ juſtice, 
and ruin of the Subject. Pray therefore 
Mr. Council let me ask you one Queſtion, 
how you wou'd according to your Gibberiſh 
and Forms as they now ſtand, bring your 
Action againſt me for taking your Brogues 
ſuppoſing you had a Pair; but indeed you 
are too Lofty to wear Brogues; it is your 
poor Clients, after this Way, that muſt wear 
tha Brogues. 
Lawyer. Why, Sir, I will ſay Cep & asport, 
Brogas meas, Anglice, a pair of Brogues. 
Juſtice. But why it you lay your Action 
{o don't you place your Words at length? For 
who can underſtand what you mean by Cep 
& aſport z tho' I ſuppoſe you mean Cepit & 
Aſportavit. | 
Lawyer. It is very true 1 mean ſo; bur if 
we know the Beginning of Words, it is ſuf- 
- ficient for us in a Declaration; for a Daſh 
makes right all Abbreviations, and the Court 
which always underftands our Latin, under- 
ſtands ſufficiently well the Ending of the 
Words, to form their Judgment from, and 
theſe Daſhes, and Abbreviations ſave a vaſt 
deal of Expence to the Suitor. 
53 Fuſtice. Vet in my Opinion there wou'd 
be Error in this Declaration of yours, not- 
| withſtanding you have made me comprehend 
the Words Cep & Aſport, and the Reaſon of F 
3 your Þ 
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your Daſtes; but I have look'd over your 
Regiſter and Fitz Herbert, and Engliſh 


Dictionaries, and I find no ſuch Latin Law, 


Word as Brogas, - nor ſuch an English 
Word as Brogues; ſo that Brogas can't 
be aided by the Anglice Brogues, becauſe 
there is no ſuch Word as Brogues in English 
therefore I inſiſt that is an Error, for Brogues is 
an frisb Word only: Is not this down right 
Nonſenſe, that a Man ſhou'd not recover his 
Brogues in a Country where the Expreſſion, 
and the Thing is well known; and muſt a 
Court be preſumed to be ignorant of what is 

the daily Language of the Country, which 
brings to my Mind the extraordinary Caſe 
of Mulcarry in Croke, Caarles, p. 511. upon 
Error on a Judgment upon Ejectment in re- 
land, for an hundred Acres of Bogg, and an 
Exception being took to the Declaration, 
that one hundred Acres of Bogg was not 
good, for there was not any ſuch Word in 


| the Law; but the Court having the Mode- 


ſty to be aſhamed of that Quibble, held that 
Bogg, was as well known in Treland then, 
as Brogues are now, being a Country famous 
tor both; ſo that an {rich Word of a Thing 
well known, will not upon the Pleadings be- 
ing in Euglisb, make the Errors either here 
or ellewhere, as you are pleaſed to ſuggeſt in 
the Beginning of your Argument, | 
Lawyer. I am now convinced, Mr. Juſ- 
tice that you know too much of our Trade, 
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ſ ſhall avoid further Argument upon that 
Subject; but muſt only obſerve this, that 
no body can know the Cant Words of the 
Strolers and Gypſies, but thoſe that have 
been concerned with them; fo I find from 
what you have ſaid, that you have been 
concerned with the Law and us ſo much, that 
you know too well the Myſteries and Cant 
of our Profeſſion: , 3s 

Faſtice. Sir, your Profeſſion is, or ought 
to be, in Matters of Juſtice; but that of 
the Strolers and Gypſies you mention, is ap- 
parently in picking of Pockets, and ftriping 
of Hedges, and many good Acts of Parliament 
have been made for their Suppreſſion and 
their Gibberiſn, is aCant framed for theBene- 
fit of their Trade, and to deceive by : And, 
I think, a much ſtronger Reaſon may guide 
our Legiſlature, and I hope to God it will, 
not only to the Suppreſſion of your Law 
Gibberiſh, but the very Nuſance it ſelf; for 
as it is managed, it is the greateſt and grow- 
ing Deſtruction of our Nation, fic Creſcit in 
Orbe dolus; and can we, with our Eyes 
open, and to our Ruin, and that of our Po- 
ſterity, ſee this monſtrous Evil in ſuch hore 
rible Manner, that he is happy that can be 
contented to be cheated and robb'd of his 
Eſtate, and not ſeek Redreſs from the Law, 
when from the very Purſuit of Right, a 
certain Ruin enſues; for it is now grown 
almoſt impoſſible to have a Suit ended, but 
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with the Eſtate, for it muſt plead to the laſt 
Acre, in a Language unknown to our Land, 
or the Owners thereof, to the groſſeſt Abuſe 


of Juſtice, which in it ſelf is plain. Right 


and Wrong are eaſily diſtinguiſh'd in plain 


Terms, he that hath no Right can have no 


Wrong; our original Laws are built upon 
thoſe of God and natural Reaſon; which, 
were they not perverted, but dreſt in the 
Language of our Country, the Purity theres 
of would appear to the meaneſt Capacity 
but you Jugglers, like the Prieſthood of old, 
keep Juſtice and Truth in Obſcurity : Be- 
fore the Goſpel was tranſlated into our Na- 
tional Tongue, Prieſtcraft rode as trium- 
phantly as your Law Craft does now; but 
when from the Tranſlation, the Light of the 
Goſpel appear'd, it open'd the Eyes, and 
awaken'd the Reaſon of the Readers, de- 
ſtroyed the Infallibility of the Prieſthood, 
brought on the Reformation and our eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion; which may God of his 
great Mercy for ever preſerve in our Native 
Language, that we may know what we 
pray to, and what we pray for, and that the 

. of our Land, as they ariſe from the 
Laws of God, may be in the ſame Lan- 
guage. 


ſon in a Clergyman's Gown, of this eſta- 


bliſh'd Religion, argue, that Tranſlations 
wn. OR IeY | make 


Therefore, Maſter Counſellor, what | 
would you think, if you ſhould hear a Per- 
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ay J 
make Nonſenſe of what is good Senſe in 
the Original; or that Religion from the 


Bible is Nonſenſe by being tranſlated ; would 


not you think that Man had the Pope in' 
his Belly, and would reftore the Doctrine: 


of Infallibility? Tho' I do own, what is 


Nonſenſe in an Original Language, can't be 
very good Senſe by being tranſlated. | 
Lawyer. As to that Queſtion, I can't ſo 
readily give my Opinion, which in no Caſe 
we ever give without a Fee; but muſt tell 
you, as to the Bible, it is of no Uſe to our 
Profeſſion by being tranſlated ; for the only 
Uſe we make of it, is to ſwear by, to qua- 
lify us to plead, and for our Clients to give 
Evidence; and in thoſe Cafes we never look 
into it: But, Sir, altho' you ſay our Law 
originally ariſes from the Law of God, and 
from ſeveral Acts of Parliament, which are 
in the Language of the Country, for the ea- 
fier underſtanding thereof; ſo ought the 
Proceedings of the Law to bez but we 
muſt oppoſe our Forms of Law being pur 
into Exglifþ; and I can aſſure you, that all 
my Brothers of the Barr and Bench will be 
of that Opinion, as tis a high Indignity and 
Prejudice to our Profeſſion; for we may as 
well lay by our Gowns, as to have our 
Pleadings in Epgliſh; at leaſt it will make 
them ſo thin, that you may ſee all the ridi- 
culous Nonſenſe thro' them, and a_ 8 | 
| rait _ } 
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| Craft as much as the Tranſlation of th= Goſ- 
pel did that of the Prieſthood. Ed 

Feſtice, I am very glad you have made 
this Explanatian, and can aſſure you, that I 
had much rather that you wanted a Gown, 
than I or my Countrymen ſhould want a 
Coat; and muſt conceive therefore, that e- 
very one that 1s not of the ſame Opinion, 
is either an Enemy to his Country, or infa- 
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